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Abstract  A female Brown-fronted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos auriceps) was first observed and pho-
tographed in the Jilong Valley of the Mount Qomolangma Region, China, on 21 May 2012. The co-

ordinates of the site are 28°19′25.03″N, 85°20′29.70″E at an elevation of 2150 m. A few months later, 

a male was observed at 28°20′02.49″N, 85°20′46.30″E on 8 August at an elevation of 2197 m. The 

habitat is a mountain temperate coniferous and dry broadleaved mixed forest of the warm temperate 

zone. 
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On 21 May, 2012, a female Brown-fronted Woodpecker 

(Dendrocopos auriceps) was observed and photographed 

(Fig. 1) at 11:20 am in the Jilong Valley of the Mount 

Qomolangma Region, China. This is the first record 

in China of this bird (MacKinnon et al., 2000; Zheng, 

2011). The coordinates of the site are 28°19′25.03″N, 

85°20′29.70″E and its elevation is 2150 m. As well, at a 

distance of about 3 km, we sighted one male woodpeck-

er at 11:08 on 8 August. The record site is 28°20′02.49″N, 

85°20′46.30″E at an elevation of 2197 m. 

From top to bottom, the biotope types of the Jilong 

Valley are  subtropical evergreen broadleaved forests, 

temperate coniferous and broadleaved mixed mountain 

forests, cold-temperate coniferous mountain forests, 

subalpine shrubs and meadows, alpine cold meadow 

cushion vegetation and alpine cryic moraine lichen 

Fig. 1  A female Brown-fronted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos auriceps) 

(Photo by Jingjing LI)
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belts. The range in elevation of the temperate conifer-

ous and dry broadleaved mixed forests in the moun-

tains is between 1900 and 2200 m. 

When we sighted the Brown-fronted female Wood-

pecker, she was foraging on a tree, a Celtis tetrandra, be-

longing to the Rhamnaceae family. The male was taking 

a break at a dead pine tree. The cover type is a moun-

tain temperate coniferous and dry broadleaved mixed 

forest (mainly coniferous forest).

The morphological traits of the female are as fol-

lows: brownish forehead and crown, white-barred up-

perparts, prominent black moustachial stripe, a black 

stripe from the back of neck extending through to the 

dorsum, well-defined streaking on the underparts, pink 

undertail-coverts and unbarred central tail feathers 

(Fig. 1). The male has a distinct yellow central crown 

on his head, which is prominently different from the 

female. 

It has been recorded as a resident in Afghanistan, 

India, Nepal and Pakistan. In Nepal, it is fairly com-

mon and widespread in coniferous and dry broadleaved 

mixed forests, ranging in elevation from 1065 to 2440 

m. In Pakistan it is also resident but rare and uncom-

mon (Raja et al., 1999; Grimmett et al., 2000; Girish 

and Asad, 2006; Darulaman, 2008).  Because of a lack 

of more information, we may deduce that the Brown-

fronted Woodpecker is found mainly in the valleys of 

southern exposed Himalayan slopes. 

The elevations at which this species is found at Jilong 

are essentially the same as those in other countries. We 

assume it is also a resident species in Jilong because of 

its appearance at this season. We believe more individu-

als and nests will be found after further surveys and 

searches. 
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中国啄木鸟科新纪录——棕额啄木鸟
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摘要：2012 年 5 月 21 日，在中国珠穆朗玛峰地区吉隆沟发现 1 只雌性棕额啄木鸟 (Dendrocopos auriceps)。发现

地点的地理坐标为 28°19′25.03″N，85°20′29.70″E，海拔为 2150 m。并于 2012 年 8 月 8 日发现 1 只雄性个体，地

理坐标为 28°20′02.49″N，85°20′46.30″E，海拔为 2197 m。其栖息生境为干燥的山地暖温带针阔叶混交林。
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